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Course Description

Open to all students in grades 9-12, this course is designed for students interested in learning how to perform on the
stage. Students will develop acting skills through improvisation, scene work, theatre exercises, and group play building.
Students will be required to memorize and perform both monologues and group scenes. Students will also learn the
essential mechanics of script analysis and character development through analysis of varied and proven works.

Content Standards

Cluster 1: Creating art with artistic intent.
Artistically literate students generate, organize, and refine artistic ideas using a variety of strategies and tools to serve an intended purpose for
their artistic work.

Practice 1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. Through exploration, students generate a wide variety of innovative ideas
while expanding the boundaries of connection, style, genre,  or medium.
Practice 2. Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. Using a myriad of tools (e.g., brainstorms, sketches, outlines), students plan and
organize their ideas to best support their artistic intent.
Practice 3. Refine and complete artistic work. Through a variety of strategies (e.g., teacher or peer feedback, exploration, research,
self-reflection), students conceive and revise their artistic ideas to better express, evoke, or communicate their artistic intent.

Cluster 2: Presenting or performing artistic works to evoke, express, or communicate.
Artistically literate students share their creations with an audience or viewers to evoke, express, or communicate an intended purpose or
meaning. They recognize choices and make improvements within their own work or performance aligned with their artistic intent.

Practice 4. Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. When performing work written by others, students interpret the
creator’s script or score to convey the artist’s intention. When sharing their own work, students reflect on how their performance or
presentation best supports their artistic intent.
Practice 5. Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. Through the practice and development of technical skills, and
the refining of details, students polish a work for presentation.
Practice 6. Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. Through the presentation of an artistic work, students successfully
evoke, express, or communicate the artistic intent.

Cluster 3: Responding to arts through intellect and emotion.
Artistically literate students regularly analyze and evaluate their own and others’ works of art, including the work of peers and important artwork
from varied historical periods and cultures. These students understand that artistic intent is profoundly intertwined with an artist’s cultural
milieu, and they use this understanding to guide their own reactions to works of art. Learning to appreciate artistic works is a lifelong cumulative
experience. It is fostered through repeated performing, listening, looking, reading, and by pondering questions such as What did the artist mean
to convey? Why has this work of art endured? What makes a work of art significant to its time and place?

Practice 7. Perceive and analyze artistic work. Through observation of a completed work or exploration of the creative process, students
understand how aspects of the artwork, such as the elements and principles of design, support the creator’s intent.
Practice 8. Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. Through observation, discussion, or research, students reflect on an artistic work to
discern what it evokes, expresses, or communicates to them.
Practice 9. Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. Students evaluate an artwork’s effectiveness at evoking, expressing, or communicating
artistic intent using either self-, group-, teacher-, or externally created criteria.

Cluster 4: Connecting the arts to the self, society, history, culture, and other disciplines and bodies of knowledge.
Artistically literate students discern connections between personal, societal, historical, and cultural contexts as well as multi-disciplinary
knowledge when they reflect upon, interpret, respond to, and create artwork. These students understand that diverse forces influence how they
view their own artwork as well as the art of others. As artistically literate people, they recognize the powerful influence and impact of the arts on
society, history, and culture, as well as their own lives.

Practice 10. Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. Students draw from their personal and artistic
experiences and their multi-disciplinary knowledge when envisioning and creating original art works that reflect their own artistic identity.
Practice 11. Relate artistic ideas and works to societal, historical, and cultural contexts to deepen understanding. Students can articulate how
societal, historical, and cultural forces have influenced artistic works, styles and genres, and vice versa.
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Units Content Topics

Building Trust
The Actor’s Mind
My Story Presentation

▪ Basics of theater, Theatre vs. drama

▪ Stage Locations, Theater Architecture

▪ Basics of improvisation, emotion through voice & movement, posture,

projection & diction

▪ Stanislavsky/acting excerpts/passages, character creation (objectives,

walks, shapes, movement, circumstances)

▪ Memorization techniques, devised work/playwrighting

▪ My Story presentation/project

Monologue Performance
Character Creation
Script Analysis

▪ Spoon River Anthology by Edgar Lee Masters

▪ Sample monologues, given circumstance, setting, themes, character

creation based through movement

▪ Uta Hagen’s 9 Character Questions

▪ Spatial Awareness, Stage Architecture

▪ Blocking and Direction

▪ Cold reads

▪ Spoon River Monologue Performances

Comedic Scene Performance
Character Creation
Script Analysis

▪ Check Please by Jonathan Rand

▪ Physical comedy, pantomime, additonal improvisation activities

▪ Active listening and reacting

▪ Basics of comedy, mask/clown work,

▪ Cold read comedic scenes

▪ Check Please Scene Performances

Shakespeare Performance
History
Script Analysis
Sonnets

▪ Intro/biography - William Shakespeare, historical background/context

▪ Prose vs. Verse, Iambic Pentameter, Soliloquy vs. Monologues

▪ Script/Sonnet Analysis & breakdown

▪ Themes, Productions (past to present)

▪ Sample pieces/excerpts

▪ Sonnet Analysis & Performance

Variety ▪ Audition techniques, monologue/scene cold reads, varying improv/group

games, movement/vocal warm ups, stage combat, playwriting & scene

creation, film acting & analysis, minimal dance, theater history.
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