
 

History and Social Science~Grade 4 
Learning Standards 

 Identify the five different European countries (France, Spain, England, Russia, and the Netherlands) that influenced different regions 
of the present United States at the time the New World was being explored and describe how their influence can be traced to place 
names, architectural features, and language 

 Describe the diverse nature of the American people by identifying the distinctive contributions to American culture of several  
indigenous peoples in different areas of the country  

 Identify major immigrant groups that live in Massachusetts and where they now live in large numbers (e.g., English, Irish, Italians, 
French Canadians, Armenians, Greeks, Portuguese, Haitians, and Vietnamese) 

 On a map of the world, locate North America. On a map of North America, locate the United States, the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, 
Gulf of Mexico, Mississippi and Rio Grande Rivers, the Great Lakes, Hudson Bay, and the Rocky and Appalachian Mountain ranges 

 On a map of North America, locate the current boundaries of the United States (including Alaska and Hawaii). Locate the New 
England, Middle Atlantic, Atlantic Coast/Appalachian, Southeast/Gulf, South Central, Great Lakes, Plains, Southwest Desert, and 
Pacific states and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 

 Identify the states, state capitals, and major cities in each region 

 Describe the climate, major physical features, and major natural resources in each region 

 Identify and describe unique features of the United States (e.g., the Everglades, the Grand Canyon, Mount Rushmore, the Redwood 
Forest, Yellowstone National Park, and Yosemite National Park) and identify major monuments and historical sites in and around 
Washington, D.C.  

 On a map of North America, locate Canada, its provinces, and major cities 

 Describe the climate, major physical characteristics, and major natural resources of Canada and explain their relationship to 
settlement, trade, and the Canadian economy 

 Describe the major ethnic and religious groups of modern Canada 

 Identify when Canada became an independent nation and explain how independence was achieved 

 Identify the location of at least two Native American tribes in Canada (e.g., Kwakiutl and Micmac) and the Inuit nation and describe 
their major social features 

 Identify the major language groups in Canada, their geographic location, and the relations among them 

 On a map of Mexico, locate Mexico and its major cities 

 Describe the climate, major physical characteristics, and major natural resources of Mexico and the Mexican economy 

 Identify the language, major religion, and peoples of Mexico 

 Identify when Mexico became an independent nation and describe how independence was achieved 

Concepts and Skills 
History, Geography, and Citizenship 

 Give examples of the major rights that immigrants have acquired as citizens of the United States (e.g., the right to vote, and freedom 
of religion, speech, assembly, and petition)  (H) 

 Give examples of the different ways immigrants can become citizens of the United States (C)  
 Use map and globe skills to determine absolute locations (latitude and longitude) of places studied (G) 
 Interpret a map using information from its title, compass rose, scale, and legend (G) 
 Observe and describe national historic sites and describe their function and significance (H) 
 Use map and globe skills to determine absolute locations (latitude and longitude) of places studied (G) 

Economics 

 Define and give examples of natural resources in the United States (E) 
 Give examples of limited and unlimited resources and explain how scarcity compels people and communities to make choices about 

goods and services, giving up some things to get other things (E) 
 Give examples of how the interaction of buyers and sellers influences the prices of goods and services in market (E) 


